
Your child’s information

Here you will find: your child’s name, grade, school, and district.

How did your child do on the writing test?

See how your child did on the writing test by looking at the colored  
boxes. The arrow points to your child’s score level. The four score levels  
are described below. 

Brief description of the Performance Levels 

Advanced = Advanced; exceeds standards; superior academic 
performance indicating an in-depth understanding and exemplary  
display of the skills included in Pennsylvania’s Academic Standards.

Proficient = Proficient; meets standards; satisfactory academic 
performance indicating a solid understanding and adequate display  
of the skills included in Pennsylvania’s Academic Standards.

Basic = Basic; below standards; marginal academic performance 
indicating a partial understanding and limited display of the skills  
included in Pennsylvania’s Academic Standards. You may need  
additional instructional opportunities and/or increased academic 
commitment to achieve the proficient level.

Below Basic = Below Basic; far below standards; inadequate academic  
performance that indicates little understanding and minimal display of  
the skills included in Pennsylvania’s Academic Standards. You will need  
additional instructional opportunities and/or increased academic  
commitment to achieve the proficient level.

What is your child’s overall score?

Performance Levels are based on overall scores. Your child’s overall score is shown here in bold print.  
The score ranges for each level are provided.

What do the Performance Levels mean?

Detailed descriptions of the Performance Levels are provided above.  
Visit www.PAgrow.com for grade- and subject-specific performance descriptions in English.
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Dear Family,

Every year, Pennsylvania public school students are tested in writing. The Pennsylvania Writing Report 
explains how your child did on this year’s test. This translation guide will help you understand the scores 
on your child’s report and the recommendations for your child. Remember, this test is only one measure 
of your child’s growth. To learn more, review your child’s report card and talk with your child’s teacher.

Yours truly,

dr. gerald l. zahorchak 
secretary of education
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How is the writing assessment scored?

Students in Grade 8 must write two types of essays: informational and 
persuasive. Students in Grade 5 write two of three kinds of essays: 
narrative, informational, and persuasive. Each year, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education selects two of the three kinds of writing for 
the Grade 5 writing test. Each essay question is written to a prompt, or a 
description of what the student should write.

Each essay is scored on the composition via five domains—focus,  
content, organization, style, and conventions. Focus means addressing  
the topic using a specific type of writing. In content, effective writers 
develop ideas through facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, 
statistics, reasons, and explanations. Organization involves developing 
and sustaining an order within and across paragraphs using transitional 
devices, including introduction  and conclusion. Style is the choice, use, 
and arrangement of words and sentence structures that create tone  
and voice.

Each essay is also scored separately for its conventions.

Conventions of writing—sentence formation, grammar, usage,  
spelling, and punctuation—are scored with a separate  
scoring guideline.

To ensure that students have a complete grasp of revising and editing  
skills, multiple-choice items that allow students to revise and edit  
are included.

Eighty percent of the total score will relate to the mode-specific scoring 
guideline, and twenty percent will relate to the combined score of the 
conventions scoring guideline and the multiple-choice items.

A note on using data thoughtfully

A single exam can provide only limited information. You should confirm 
your child’s strengths and needs in these topics by reviewing classroom 
work, standards-based assessments, and your child’s progress reports 
throughout the year.
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